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At the closing ceremony of the 2012 Australian Country Championships held in Albury 
in January Broken Hill Basketball Association Inc President, Grahame Semmens was 
awarded the Award of Merit for 10 years continuous service as a coach for the    
Country Cup.  
 
SA Country Basketball President Bert Bargeus who made a fitting speech regarding 
Grahame and his family and his involvement in both local and state basketball over 
many years. Grahame said he would like to say a big thank you to all his family for the 
continued love and support also to everyone who sent messages of congratulations, 
Thank You everyone. 
 
Grahame also said he had to admit that he felt very humbled about the whole thing, 
but at the same time extremely proud for the recognition. 
 
Bert Bargeus also presented Whyalla coach Graham Stringer with the same award 
also for many years of service to the cup. 
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Grahame Semmens said Broken Hill Basketball had seven players attend the Country 
Championships at Albury and all played their very best and made Broken Hill proud. 
 
Broken Hill also had two players attend Port Macquarie at the Pacific Coast Slam, out 
of all the players that attended we had three players selected as Captains of their   
respective teams, Maddison ODwyer was captain of the SA Country under 17 team 
and both Chelsea Masclet and Jasmin Simmons captained their respective under 14 
girls teams. Both Chelsea and Jasmin played off against each other in the Grand Final 
where Chelsea's SA Sharks won 47-45 in a very close contest and both girls played 
extremely well .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Madison’s team also played in Grand Final but went down narrowly in overtime to 
Southern Districts from Queensland. 
 
Whitney Smith also attended the Pacific Slam representing under 15 girls, Whitney's 
team went through undefeated and went on to win the Gold Medal also in very close 
contest , well done to Whitney . 
 
In Albury we had three boys represent SA Country in the under 14 boys , this was a 
very strong boys age group where the very tall New Zealand team took out this grade, 
both Sage Hocking and Rourke Turner played for the SA Sharks coached by         
Grahame Semmens , and had a very consistent week and were extremely reliable. 
Reece Mutch played for the SA Magpies and also did his very best . 
 
In the Under 16 girls, Abi Beck played for SA Sharks also had a very good week and 
improved as the week went by and ended up in the starting five, Samuel Simmons 
played his heart out as usual for the SA Magpies under 16 boys but didn't play in the 
finals, Sam had a very consistent week as well . 
 
Overall Broken Hill can be extremely proud of their young representatives as they all 
not only did themselves proud, but also their families and their state, well done to  eve-
ryone. Local referee Mark Harris also attended Albury as a referees mentor for   junior 
referees well done Mark . 
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Chelsea Masclet receiving the award for the  SA Sharks Grand Final win. 


